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CONSIDERATIONS 
touching the better pacification, 
and Edification of the Church. 
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, Dj) domes, being both 
Kun We Workes whercin your 
4 bappineſſe may 'con- 
SIE E/© | eend with: your wors 
_— PR— YL | thincfle. Havise there- 
fore preſumed not, 

without your . Majeſties gracioug aceeptation 
to ſay ſomewhat ofthe one, J am rhe wore in- 
coutaged not to bee filent in the other ; the ra» 
cher , becauſe it isan Argument that I have tra- 
velled heretofore : But Sa/owen commendeth'a 
Az word 
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nd as Gur Saviout ( ſpe 
king of the. dif ſons) ith, When you 
ſee a clondpiſnpgyu the Weſt, you ſay ig pill by « ſpoxre : 
So your M «joftiz, rifmpro this ##pbic.inithe 


Weft parts ofthe World, doth promiſe a {weer 
and fruttfull houre of many blcfſings vpan this 
Church; and Gommenrwcalth, ahowre, of thar 
influence, asthe yery firft dewes and drops "rhere- 
of , haveatready layd the ſtortaes and windes 
throughout Chrifteadome, reducing the very face 
of Ewrope,to, a more peaceable and amiable Coun- 
cenance, But to the purpoſe. 

Itis very true that theſe#Ecclefiaſticall matters, 
are things not properly appertaining comy pro- N 
feffion, which I was not ſo inaconfiderate., butro 
objec to. myſelfe :-bur finding thatie-is. many 
times ſeene, that a man that ſtanderl off, andfome-! 
whatremoved from aplor of ground, doth ' better. 
ſarvey itand diſcoyerir, thanthoſe which are yp- 
on it, Ithonght it not impoſſible, but chit 145 a 
loopker on, might caſt minecyes vpior ſome thivgg 

' which the ARors themſclyes, (efpecially ſomebe. 
ing intereſſed, ſome led and addidted,* ſome decla- 
red and ingaged) did. nor, or would not ſee, And 
that knowing in wy. Conſcience, whereto. Gow 
beareth; -witnefle | that che things: which I. ſhall 
ſpeake,ſpringiout of no vaice of populacitie, often» 
ratian, deſire of noveltie, parcialitie to cither ide, 
diſpoſition to intermeddle, or any the like:Leven I - 
BITCH may 
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may conceivehope; that whitiLwant in depth of 
judgement, may bee coiintervailed in Haplicicie , 
and finceritie of affcRion. - Butjef all things ,. * this 
did moſt arilmate me,  thatl found intheſt opini- 
ons of mine, ny bave long heldand embra- 
ced, as may appeare by that: which 1 have many 
yeares ftnce written of them, accordingto the pro-- 
portion,ccverthelefſe of my weakenefle }2 conſenc 
and confirmity with that which your Maleftic bath 
publiſhed, of your ownemoſt Chriftian, moſt wiſe 
and- moderate ſence intheſe cauſes : wherein you 
have well exprefledto rhe World, that there js in- 
fuſed in your facred breſt from Ged,rhat high prin= 
Ciple and pofitionof Government, /Thet you ever 
\ hold 1ht whole more deere, thay any part. F 
For who-ſcthnor; that many are! affeRed and 
give opinion in theſ& matters, 'a3 if they had nor ſo 
much 4 defire to purgethe evill fromthe good, as 
to countenance and protect theevill by thei good, 
Others ſpcake as if their ſcope were enely to: ſee 
forth what.is -g00d, and not to feeke forth whar is 
poffible, which is rowiſh: and not to, propound; 
Others proceed , as if they had rather a minde: or 
remeoviug, then of reforming. Bnet howſecver 
eyther fide as men, though cxcellentmen ſtallzan 
into extremitics, pet your Maieſtie, as a moſt wiſe, 
equall,and Chriftian Moderator,is diſpoſed to fiad 
out the golden Mcdiocritie, inthe eſtabliſhment of 
that which is ſound, and in the reparation of that 
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Certaine Confider ations" Fouchin: 
which is corrupt and decaye * To your Princely 
judgement then-.I-doein all-bumblenefſe ,- ſubayic 
whatſoeyerl ſhall propound;: offering rhe :ſame 
bur as a mite itito the Treaſaric of your Wiſdomes | 
For as theAftronomers do wdll obſerye,rhat when 
three of the ſuperiour Lights doc meete in conjune - 
Aion, irbringeth forth ſome: admirable effects : 
ſo there being joyned in your Maicſtic the light of 
Nature, the lighr of Learning , andabove all the 
light ofGods holy ſpirit,itcannor be but your ga. 
verniment tult bee as a 'happic conſtellacionover 
the Stares of your 'Kiagdomes., Nether is there 
wanting to your Maieſtic that fourth Light, which 
though it be but x borrowed Light, yer is of fingy- 
lerefficacie and: moment adtdedrce the reſt, which. 
is the'Lightof a moſt wiſe, and-well compounded 
Councetl, to whoſe Honourable and grave Wiſe. 
domes I 'doz likewiſe ſubmit whatſoever J ſhall 
ſay; Hoping thatT ſhall not need to make proteftzz 
tion of my mindand opinion; thatvatil your Ma- 
iſtic doth otherwiſe determine and order, allaQu- 
all and full 6bcdience is to be given 6 Ecclefiafti- 
call jurifdiRion, as it now ftands;, .and 'when your 
Maicſtic hath determined and ordered, thy - every 
good $ibict oughtto reſt fatisged; and apply his 
obedience ro your' Maieftics 'Lawes, Ordinances, 
and Royall commandements. Nor of rhe diſlike 
I have of all immodeſt  bircernefle, peremyptarie 
preſumption, populac handling, and other courſes 
FT, ' tending 


ſo pure will. corrupt. and degenerate# But not co 
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handJethis matrercomonepla like, [would one. 
ly woe. ,why theCivill So * ſhould be urg ta. 
reſtored by good and who elome Lee made [2 
ver 6 po fourth yeere in Parliaments aſſem- 
bled, deyit Sng remedics.es faſt as. time Hhreedech 
miſchiefs,and contrariwiſe the Bedella icallSta;e. 
ſhayldihill-continue vpon the dregs of time, and 
reccive.n0 lteratio OM for theſe fiveand YN 
yeares, d more? Ifany man hall obje&, thattif 
rhe like intermiſfion had beene vicd in Civill. caps 
ſcaalſagtheerror, hadpot bene greate, Surely,the 
wiſedome of. the Fiogd ome hath beene. oxhcr- 
wiſc inex GREENS for three humdted yeares ſpice 
at the le Burif ir be ſaid! to me, that there is ry 
Gencbiycen Civill cauſes. and Ecgefolir | 
may as well tell me, that Churches ad 
ek ticed no reparations, rhough Caſtles 
and houſes doc ;. whereas Commonly to ipeake 
truth , dilapidatjons of the inward and {pirituall 
ificarions ofthe Church of God a prein all :imes 
3s great, as the outwardand + Hora Sure Pj 
that the very word and ſtile af Reformation vied 
by onr Saviour, «b ivirie vow fuit ts, wes applycd 
to Church-matrers,andthoſe of the bigheſt aſture 
concerning the Law morall5 
Neverthelefſe, hee were both vathankeſull 28d 
vawiſe that woulddeny , but that the Church of 
Frglaxd during the time of f Queens -21219- of 
UNQUS 
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Primitive Tbarch, yeelded in like manner of yeares 
and Latitude of Countrey', 4 greater ouraber 
of excellent Preachers,” Fameys- Writets, and 
grave Governoprs,but'fot the Diſciplige ind Or- 
ders of the Church, as, many andthe chicfeft of 
them are vety holy and good, fo yet if Saint Jobs 
weteto indiceanEpiftle othe Church of England 
a9 he did to them of 228fos;, ifrould ſurc have” the 
Clanſe'Wobre 4dvi (Wie fantt Ard fie morcfior 
chis point; ſaving thats in'#ppetidixe theretiato, 
it is- not aiſle to rouch thatgdjeQivn, which' is 
made to che time and'nor to'the- matter, "proten-- 
ding that if Ref6rmaorionwere atcefſiry,” yer" I; 
were hot now Teaſohablent your afaiefies firſt en- 


rrance. Yet Hippe ers wt 
pi1-twoxe;Arid the-wiſed allextmples 
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lo for, regzogvir ulcs andenarmities, and- 
for refar "RG res 8nfd thepolictc of their: 
States:, they, * gee ſought to: cnable and- 
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lon = - hea mMcDS min - im iQ expeda- 
tion and ſuſpence, then argthey beſt wrought znde 
managed..: And therefore itſcemcrh.to meghatgs. 
the ſpring of. nature. mew - means, che {pring of. the: 
yeare , is the beſt time far parging and. thedici- 
ning che nxurall bady;ſotheſpring.of Kingdoms, 
is the moſt proper {caſen. for the purging andre- 
Rifyi ing o6Þ lieique.bodics., 

yan obicQian rather. of. 


ſulpicion they of. reaſon , and yet-luch as I thinke 
maketh.a gr {p75 yo in. themindes, of. very 


wiſe and wel d perſons; which is, _— if. 
way bo £inen 1g mat ation, though it be intabing 40947 
alaſer, J6s ih,004 [0 AAAS AE with, ſmecrmeſſeof 
6, 65 11 wil undermine the febilitia even of chat 

wkic # ſonnd ud goed, This ſurcly [had becne a 
good and truc allegation in the- ancient conten- 
tions and divifiens between the. prople and che 
Senate of Remne.2, where chings were caried.at the 
appetites of. _eOws: which. can never keepe 
within the compaſſc of any moderation,Burtheſe 
things being with vs tocheve an orderly. m_ 

vn 


the Church of Baglond, 


race Kigmho cha Euler and appio- 
ved ſydgement, , 38d koomerh 3 wallche mevfues: 
of things, as 1 ure of thera, is ſure]: OFafonch 


leſſe feare. .For they necd hot doubt, 
Maicty with theadviſe of yourCouncell,wi dif. 
cerne whacehingsare ingermingled like the races _ 
amongtt rhe Wheat, which haverheir rootes ſo.in- 
and intangled, as the one cannat be pul. 
”_ vp withqut indangering the other, and what 
e.. mingled, but 2s the chaffe, and the corne, 
which needs bur ataone co fift ang ſever them.So 
for the fix(t point ofno reformati. 


onto beadmitted atall, 
For the ſecond point, That there ſhould be buc 


: ones rine of Diſcipline inall Churches, andthar 


ed: by, a.neceſhity. of | 2 cqmmandemeat and 
ipr.outof the Word of Gad., it.is a matter 


a 
peeferpr ous beene. compiled of, and therefore 


— 2 hriefe, redargation. I for my 


contellerrhay.incovealing the Scripguress, 
ho never Gackary.ſuch thing. BY chat. God 
hadlefreke likeliberty rathe, Charch.gevernment, 
as ho kyh doncto - y Civill, government,co. be va- 
ried accerding.to d tons and-place and accidents, 
whichacverchelefſe, bis.bighand divine . provis 
dencedotharder and diſpoſe; far all Civill ge- 
wernments arcreftrained from God vnto the ge- 
nerall grounds of Iuftice and manners,but the 


uckes and formesof "-y are left. fice, So rt 
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Certaine Confederations touching 


MH onarchits apd Kingdomes,Senitcs and Seigns- 


ries, popular Seares and *Communalries;!:\att all: 
lawfall and where they arcplanted owght to bee 


maintained inviolate. ' 
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out ſeame, 2nd yet the, Churches garment was of 
divers, colevrs,, 2nd thercupen ſerrerh downe for 
a Rule ; Is vefbe varictas ft ſoiffſera neu (it, © 
In which yariety, neverthelefie it is a {afe and a 
wiſe courſe to follow gand examples and prefi- 
cer.ts. Bur then the rule of imitation and example, | 
is to.confider aor oncly which are the beſt , but 
which ace the likcft, a5 namely the government of 
the Church, in the pureſt times of the Srſt good 
Emperours that imbraced the Fa#th.For the times 
of perſecution betore tremporall Prizces received 
the Feith,as they wet excellent times for doctiine 
& manners,{© they be vaproper and vnlike exam. 
ples of outward government and pelicy. And fo 
much for this polne :ow to the particular points 
of Controvetrlics or rather Reformation. 
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Circumſtances in the Government 


of. Biſbops. 


Eicft therefore for the Goyernment of Biſheps, 
} for my part not prejudging the Prefidengs of 
other reformed Churches, doe hold it warranted 
by the Word of God and by the praRiiſe of the an». 
cicat Churchin the betrer times, and much more. 
convenient for Kingdomes then parity of Miai- 
fters, attd goyerament by Synodes. Butthen fure 


ther it is to be confidered, that the Church is not 
ab oantrohgt thbrueys 1 now 
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now to plant or build, but onclytobre pruned 
from corruptions and repaired; and reftorcd in 
acid TITTIES 

For it is worth the noting, that the Scriprute 
ſaith, Trauſleto Sacerdorio, neceſſe ef vi &þ Legit finr 
eranſlatio. It is not poſſible in' reſpec of the grear 
and neere Symparthic berweene the rare Eitl, 
and the Srete a arvp fo make ſo mayne an 
alteration in the Church, but ir would hayea peri. 
joug operation vpon the Kingdome;and therefore 
; tis fit, that eantroverfie be in peace and filence. = 

Buytthere beetwa circumftances in the admi- 
nitration of Biſhops, whetrcin I canfefſe I could 
never be (atisficd, The one, The ſole exereiſe of theiv - 
- een The other, The Pepmiation of their an+ 
thoritise $f 

For the firſt, the Biſhop giveth orders alone,cx- 
commyaicateth alane,judgerhalone. This ſcemes 
to bee a wry" without example'in govern. 
ment , «nd therefore not vnlikely to have crept in 
the degenerate 8nd corrupteimes : Wee fee rhe 
greateſt Kings and Monarches havetheir Coun- 
cels;There is notemporall Gouncell in Z=g/ando 
the higher ſore where the- authori:y-dorft reft in 
ne perf oh, TheKings-bench, Common-pleas;and 
the Exchequer,arebenvhes ofa certain mimber of 


_ Tudges: The Chancellor of Buglandharh an Afi- © 


Kance of 14, Miſters of the Chancerie, The Ma- 
fer of the Wards hathgcourcell of the Cout.So 
| at 
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hach the Chancellor ofthe Duchie. In the Exche- 
quer chamber, the Zord Treeſarer is with 
the Chancellorind the Barons ; The Mafters of 
the Requeſts ate ever mere than one. Theſuſtices 
of Aﬀizearetwo, The Zord Preſedenis in the Mar- 
ches and inthe North, have councels of divers. 
The Starre: chamber is an-aſſembly of che Kings 
privic Coaxcell aſperfed with Zords Spiricualland 
Temporall; So as in all Courts the principall per- 
ſon hathevercirher Colleegncs or  4ſſeſſors,/ + + 
The like is to bee found in other well governed 
Kingdomes abroad where the juriſdition is: yet 
more diſtributed, as inthe Courts of Parliamenc 
of Fraxce,and in other places. No man will deny, 
but the As that paſſe the Byſbops juriſdiction, are 
of as great importance as thoſe that paſſe the Evid 
Courts , far mens. ſoules are more precieis then 
their bodies or goods, & {© arc their good names. 
By ſhops have their infirmities, and have nocxcep- 
tion from that generall maledigion which is pro- 
nounced againſt all mea living, / «ſob, naw fi ceci- 
derit cc. Nay,we fee that the firſt warrant in Spi- 
rituall cauſes is direted oa number Der Ecclepe, 
which is not ſoin remporall. matters , And we ſee 
that in generall cauſcs of Chorch-government, there 


are aſwell afſemblics ofall the Clergie in Councels, 

as of the States in Pariiawens, whence ſhould this 

ſole exerciſe of juriſdiction come ? Surely, I doe 

ſuppoſe and thinke upon ground , that 6b #ni#i0 
C 


men 


Certaine Confiderations touching 

20n fuit ita; and that the Deancs and Chapters 
were Counſels about: the Seasand chayres of By 
ſhops at the firſt, and were unto thera a Presb1terie, 
or Conſifterie_p, and intermedled.nor onely in the, 
diſpoſing of their revenues and.endowments, bur 
mach mare jn juriſdiQtion Eccleſiaſticall. But it 
is probable,that the-Peave and Chapter ſtucke cloſe 
to the Byſhops in matters of profit and the world, 
and would not looſe theirhold ; bucinmatrers of 


| Juriſdiion, (which they accounted but trouble 


and attendance) they ſuffered the Byſhops to en- 
croach and uſurpe, and ſo the one continueth, and 
che other is loft. And wee ſee that the Biſhop of 
Rome, (fas eff & ab hofte daceri, and no queſtion in 
that Cherch the firſt inftitutions were excellent 
performeth all Eccleſiaſticall jariſdiction as 1a 
Conſiſtorie, | | 
And whereof confifteth this Cox{iftorie, but of 
the pariſh Priefts of Kowe, which terme therafelves 
Cardinals, a cardinibus mundi, becauſe the Biſhop 
prerendeth tobe vaiverſall ouer rhe whole world. 
And hereof againe we ſee divers thadowes yet rc- 
malning , asthar the Deane and Chapter, pro fore 
ma chooſeth the Biſbop, whichis the higheſtpoiar 
of juriſdition. And thatthe Biſhop when hee gi- 
veth orders, ifthere beany Miniſters caſnally pre- 
ſent,calleth them rojoync with himia impoſition 
of hands, and ſome other particulars ;. And there- 
fore it ſecmes to me a thing reaſonable 2nd religi- 
ous, 


. ons, and according to the firſt inftization, that'Bi* 
ſhops in thegreareſt cauſes, ard thoſe which re” 
quirea ſpiricuall diſceraing,namely in ordayning» 
inſpending or depriving Minifters in excommu- 
nicarion being reſtored tothe true and proper vic 
a$ ſhall bee afterwards touched, in ſentencing the 
validity of Martiages,;and legittimations, io jud- 
Sing cauſes criminous,as Symonic,inceft,blaſphe- 
my and the like, ſhould ner procced ſole and vn- 
affiſted, which point as I vnderftand , is a Refor- 
mation thar may bec planted foze frepitu, without 
any perturbatiogatall, and is a matter which will 
give ſtrength tothe Biſhops, countenanceto the 
inferiour degrees of Ptelates or Miniſters, and 
the bertcr iſſue or proceedisg in thoſe cauſes that 
ſhall paſſe. | 
N And as I wiſhthis ſtrength given to the Byſhops 
by Councell,fo ir is not vaworthy your Mazeft:es 
Royall confideration, w hether you ſhall not th ink 
fit rogiveſtrength co the gencrallCquaſell of your 
Clergie, the Convocation Houſe, which was then re. 
ftrzine, when che ſtate of the Clergie was thoughe 
a ſuſpeAed part to the Kingdome in regard of . 
their Jatz hom .ige tothe Byſhop of Rome, which 
ſtace now will give place ta none inthcir loyaltic 
and devotion but royeur Aaidflie. 
For the ſecond point, which is the Deputz- 
tion of their aythozity , Ileecnoperfet and ſure 


ground for that neither, being ſomewhat diffe- 
| C 2 rent 
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| Certaine Conſiderations touching 

cent from the examples and rules of government- 
The Byfbop exerciſeth hisjuriſdiQtion by tis Clgn- | 
cehtor and Cominiſſarie, official, &c. Wreelge in all 
Lawes in thc wortd, Offices of confidenceand Skill 
Cannot be put over norexerciſed by depatic, ex- 
cept it bee eſpecially contained inthe original! 
grant, and in'that caſeir is Uuritull: And for: cx-, 
perience , there was never any Chancellour of 
England, bane” a Deputie. Vhere was never any 
Iudge in any Court,made a Deputy. The Biſhops 
a Iudge; andof ahigh Nature, whence commeth 
it that he ſhould depure , confidering (that all 
truſt and confidence as was 'faid, is perſonall and 
inherent, and cannot or ought not to bee tranſpo- 
ſed ? Surely in this againe ab initio non fait its, 
but itis probable, thar B:ſhops when thiey gave 
themſelves too much to the glory of the World , 
and became Grendes in Kingdomes , and great 
Councellours to -Princes, then did they be- 
league their proper juriſdiRtion as things of tob 
tfcriour a nature for theirgreatnefſe ; and-then 
afterthis fimilitude and immitation'of Kings and 
Counts Palatine,they would have their Chancel- 
lours and Tudges, | 

But chat example of Kings and Potengates gi. 
veth no good defence, For the reaſons why Kings 
adminiſter by their Judges, - although themſclves 
are ſyupreame Tudges, are two ; Theone becauſe 


_ the Officesof Kings arc for the moſt part of in- 


heritance, 


- | j I 
heritanceand i isa Rulgjnall Lawes, The Offices 
of inheritance ore rather quarters that ſaurd is inte- 
ret then in confienee for avenuch as they may fall 
vpen Woemes,ypon Infents,ypon Lunatiquesand 
Ideors, perſons vncapable-a@ execute judicature 
in perion;atideheretose ſuch Bifices by all Lawes 
might ver bs exerciſed and adminiſtred. by dele- 
gation. The ſecond reaſon is,becayſe of the ampli. 
tude of their Juriſdi@ion, which is as great as ci- 
cherrheir birch. right from cheir Anceſtars;or their 
fword.right from G0d,maketh it, And therfare if 
_ thatiwas Govcroour eyer-angreat. people, 
and thoſe collected together in a Campe, and nor 
ſcatteredinPrevincesandCities;himiclife likewiſe 
of an extraordinary (pirit,was revertheleſſe not as 
ble to faffice 'and hold our in perſon. te,judge the 
people,” bur did by the adviſe of 7ethroapproved 
frem God,ſubſtiruteElders andIudges,how much 
more other Kings and Princes, | 
There is»rhird/ Rrafon likewiſe, not muchto 
the preſet puipoſe,and that is 4/That Kings cither 
in reſpe@ of the Common wealth,or ofthe great. 
nefſe of their own Patrimonies-are vlually partics 
inſutes, andthen cheir Iudges Rand indifferent 
berweene them and che SubieR. But in the caſe of 
Biſhops none of theſe reaſons hold. For firſt, their 
Office is eleQiveand for life, and not patrimoni- 
all or hereditary, an Office meerly of confidence, 
ſcicace and WI And for the ſecond by 
ITY | 3 roA 
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TEE, by. to. : 
Cetfaine- Conflderations voncbing 
ſon , ir'ts'tructhirtheifjunifdigion isample' and 
ſpacions? arid that theivetnie 1526 be: vided be: 
tweene the l:boars as 'well'in the Word and Do» 
Qrine, as in government and juriſdiction. Bar yer 
Fdoe not ſec, ſuppofing the Biſhops Courts robe 
vicd vacorruptly;iind without any indiretdourte 
held t6' multiply cauſes: for gaine of fees ; 'bur 
chat the Biſhop inight very well for cauſes of mo- 
ment, ſupply his judiciall funRion! inhis owne 
perſen. For we ſee before our eyes,that-one Char- 
ctllor of England diſpatcherh the-fuitesin-<quitie 
of the whole Kingdome'; which'ts norby - reafan 
of the excellency of that rare honourable perſon 
which now holdeth that place;burit w as ever ſo, 
thongh moreand lefle burdenoas to the ſator,. as 
the Chencellor was mareor lefſe.ableto give di- 
ſpatch. And if heed bee taken rothat which was 
{ajd before ,' that the Byſbops labour in the Word 
muſt take vpa principall parrof his time, ſo I may 
fay againe, thar matcers of State have-eyerraken 
vp moſt ofthe Cbencellors time, having beene for 
the moſt part perſons, vpon whom the/Kings of 
this Realme have moft relied for matters efCoun- 
cell. and therefore there is no doubr,but rheB:fbop 
whoſe circuit is lefle arsple;, and rbe cauſes in na- 
turenorſo multiplying, with the helpe of reteren- 
ces and certificates ro and from fir perſons for-the 
better ripening of cauſes in their meane pracce- 
dings, and (ſuck orginary helpes incident to juri(- 

| SS | diction, 


»v"the Church. of +) {FER 
di@ion, may very well ſuffice his office. But yet 
there 45 another helpe, forthe cauſes that come 
beforc kim are theſe. Tythes, Legacies and AUmi- 
riftrations, and other teſtitnemary-cauſes; caulcs 
Matrimoniall, accuſations againſt Miniſters ten- 
ding to their ſuſpenſion , deprivation. or degra- 
ding, Simony,;Taconrinency, Hereſie, Blaſphe. 
my, bxcachof-Sibboth, and other like cauſes of 
ſcangall. The firſtdf theſe two in mine apinion, 
differ from the reſt, thar is,Tiches and Teftaments, 
for thoſe bee matters of profit and ia their nature 
Temporall, though by a fayour & cennivence of 
thetemporall juriſdition;they have been allowed 
and permitted to the Conrrs Eeclefafbisnll;rhe one, 
totheend the. Clergie might ſue for, that that. was 
theirſuſtcaration, beforetheir owne Iudges, and 
the other in akind of piety and. Religion , _mbich 
was thought incidentto the performance of dead 
mens Wils. And ſurely forcheſc two, the Biſhop 
in mine opinion, may with.lefſe dangers diſcharge 
himſclfe vpendis ordinary Indges, And1thinke 
likewiſe itwill fall out chat thoſe ſutcs arc in the. 
greateſt nymber. But for the xt, which require a 
Spirityall ſcier ceand diſcretion inreſpeRt of their 

-naturc, - or of the ſcandall, it-were realon in my 0 
pibion there were no. audicace given, bur by the 
Byſhop himlclic;hee beingalſo-aflified as was tou- 
ched before, but ir were necefſary alſo hee were 
attended by his Chanceſlor or. (ome others _ Of. 

icers, 
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Fcers, being learned in-che Cividl Law, for his bet- 


ter inftruction inpointsof formalicie,or the cour- 


ſes ofthe Court, which if itwere done,then were 
there feſſe vic of the Officials Court,whereaf there 
is now ſo much complaint; and caufes of the na- 
ture aforeſaid being onely drawne to the audicnce 
of the Biſhop,it would repreſfle ftivolous and po- 
ling ſuces; and give a grave and incorrupt procee- 
ding to ſuch caus as ſhallbe fic for the Court. 
There is athird point alſo, notof juriſdiion, 

but of forme of proceeding, which may diſceraec 
Reformatien'; rhe rather becauſeir is contrary to 
the Lawes and Cuſtomes of this Land and State, 
which though they doe not rule thoſe procee- 
dings, yet may they be adviſed with for better di- 
reAions, and that is, the Oath ex Officis, whereby 


men are inforced'to accufe themſelves, . and that 


that is mere, are {worne vato Blanques, and not 
yato accuſations and charges declared. By the 
Lawcs of Zn2lanud,no man is bound to accuſe him- 
ſelfe. In the higheſt caſes of treaſon, torture is v- 
ſed for diſcovery, and not for evidence : In capi- 
tall matters, no delinquents anſwer vpon oath is 
required, no not permitted, In criminall matrers 
not capital, handled in the S#arre Chamber, and ia 


cauſes of Conſcience handled in the Chanoerce, 


for the'cmoft part gronaded ypontruft and fecrefie, 

the Oath of rhe party is required. Bart how? whe 

there is anaccnſation andan accuſor , which _ 
| Ca 


_ Certaine*Confider ationttovibing 


y 


call bills 'of complainr, ( from which the camplai» 
nane cannot varyz: 2nd outet the compaſſe of the 
which the defendantmay nor be examined)exhibi- 
ted untothe Court,and by Proces notified unta the 
defendant. But ro-examine a man upon Oath outot 
the inſfinuation of fame, or out of acculations fecret 
and undeclared, though it have fome countenance 
from the Civill- Law, yet is ſooppoſite ex diamerre 
to the ſence and courſe of the Commun-Lew , as it 
may well receive ſome limitation. 


—_— 
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Concerning 'the Liturgie, the Cerems 
nies, aud Subſcription. 

OR the Z#targie,great reſpet and heed would 

be taken, leſt by inveighing againſt the Cumbe 
Miniſtry due reverence bee not withdrawne 
from the Litargie, For though the guitr of Preach» 
ing be farre above that of Reading, yet the aRion of 
the Litargie is aS high and holy as thar of the Ser. 
wor, It is{aid, Downs mee domme orationis vocabitar, 
The houſeof Prayer, not the houſe of Preaching. 
And whereas the Apoſtle ſaith: How ſhall wen ca{ 
upon him ou whom they have not belceved? And how 
ſhall they beleews wnleſſe they beare ? and how (ball they 
heare without a Preacher? lt appcareth that asPreach- 
ing isthe more origioall, ſ@ Prayer is thc more f- 
nall, as the differcace is be:weene the ſead _ the 
_ ruit 
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Certaine Cenfiderations touching 
fruit for the keeping of Gads Law , is the fruir of 
the teaching of the L1w;and Prayer,or Invocation,or 
Divine Service,or Liturgie (for theſe be but variety 
of termes)is the medinte allowing of che Name of 
God,and the principall work of the firſt Table,and 
of the great Commandement of the Law of 'God, 
It is true,that the Preaching of the ho'y word of God, 
is the ſowing of the ſeed, it 18the litcing up ot the 
brazen Serpent,the Miniftry of Faith, and the 0:91- 
nary meanes of ſalvation: bat yet it is good to take 
cxample, how that the beſt Action of che worſhip 
of God may be extolled exceſſively and ſupcrftiti- 
oully, 1} 

As the cxtolling of the S3crament bred the ſu- 
perſtition ef the Maſſe , theextolling of the Litur- 
gie and Prayers, bred the ſuperſtition of the Mona- 
fticall orders &oraiſons, And ſo'no doubrPreaching 
likewiſe may bee magnified and extolled ſuperſty- 
tiouſly, as.if all the whole body of Gods worſhip 

>#Hhould' be turned intoan care. 'Soasnone (as T ſup- 
poſe) of ſound judgement, will decogate fromthe 
Liturgie_,if the forme thereof be in all parts agree» 
ablero the word of God, the ex1mple of the #77. 
mitive Church, and that holy decency which St; Pay] 
commenaeth, And therefore firſt, that there bee a 
ſct Forme of Prayer,aud that it be not left either to an 
extermporall forme,or 10 an arbitrary forme: Secondly, 
that it. confiſt aſwell of lawdes, hy mnes & thankeſ- 
givings, 3S'ef petitions, prayers ang ſupplications. 
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©: the\(burchof Erglend; 
Thirdly;thatthe Forme thereof bee quickned with 
ſome thortneſle, and diverfities of prayer: 2nd hym- 
acts, and vvith ſome interchanges of the voyce of 
the people,as wellas of the voyce of the Minifter. 
Fourthly, that it admit ſome diftinQuons of times 
and commemorations of Gods principall benefits, 
as well generall as particular. Fitthty, that prayers 
likewiſe bze appropriated ro ſeveral! neceflitics and 
occaftonsof the Church, Sixthly,thar there bee a 
Forme likewiſe of words and Licurgie in the adms- 
niftration of the Sacraments, and in the dexouncing of 
the cenſures of the Charch, and other holy ations and 
{olemnities, Theſe things | thinke will not be mach 
controverted, 

But for the patticnlar exceptions tothe Zitergle 
in Forme as it now ſands, I rhifike divers of them 
- allowing they were juſt, yer ſeeme they notto bee 
. weighty, otherwiſe then that nothing ought ro bee 
accounted light in matters of Religion and piety, as 
the Heathen himſelte could ſay, Etiam valts ſepes 
leditar pict a, That the word Prieft ſhould not bee 
continued,eſpecially with offence, the word Mivj. 
fer bring already made familiar. 

This may be ſaid thac it is agood Rule in tran- 
{larion, never to confound that in one word in the 
tranſlation, ' which is preciſely diſtinguiſhed in 
two words inthe originall, for doubt of xquiyoca: 
tionand traducing. And therefore ſecing the word 
Irv0 and "rv bee alwaycs diſtinguiſhed 

D 2 in 


Certaine Conſiderations touching 
in the originall,aad the one ufcd for a Sacrificer,the 
other for a Miniffer , the word Prieff being made 


. commonto both, whatſocver the derivation be,yet 


ian itconfoundethth: Ainifter with the SaFifi- 
cer. Aad foran example, of this kind, I did ever 
allow the diſcretion and renderneſſe of the Rbemrſb 
tranſlation in thisPoint,that finding inthe originall 
the Word «'y= Tv and nevei #r#%, doc eyertraflnate 
Charity,and never Love_,bccauſe of the indiffer en- 
cy and <quivocationof the word without! 1mp Are 
Love. 

Touching the 46ſolarion, it 1s not unworthy 
conſideration whether irmay not be thought un- 
proper and unneceſſary,for there are but two forts. 
of 46/olution, both ſuppoſing an obligation prece- 
dent - the one upon an Excommunication, which is 
Religious and Primitive; the other upon Contcilion 
and Pennance ,which is ſuper ftitious, or at leaſt poſi- 
tive,and both particular, neirher generall. There- 
fere fince the ane is taken away, and the other hath 
his proper caſe , what doth a generall 4bſo/etion, 
wherein there /is neither Pennance nor Excommu- 
aication precedent?For theC/hurchnever looſcth,but 
where the Church hath bound. And ſurely , Imay 
thinke, this at the firſt was allowed in a kind of Spi- 
ritaall-diſcretion , becauſethe Chwrchchonght the 
pcople could not bee ſaddenly weaned from their 
conceit of afſoylizg , ro which they had beene ſo 
tong accuſtomed. 

For 
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the Chareh of England, ” 

For Confirmation, to my underſtanding the ſtate 
of the Queſtion is, whether it be nota matter mi- 
ſtaken and alrered by time, and whether that be nor 
noiy made a ſubſequent ro Baptifſme, which was i-: 
decd antinducement tothe Combmunies. For whereas 
in the Primitrve Church, Children were examined 
of their Faith before they were admitted to the 
Communien , time may ſcemeto have turned it ty 
referre as if it had beene to receive a confirmation 


_ of their Baptiſme. 


For Private Baptiſme,by Women or Lay-perſons, 
the beſt D:wines do utterly condemne it,and T heare 
it nor generally defended,and I bave often marvel- 
led,that when the Booke in the Preface to publique 
Baptiſme, doth acknowledge that Baptiſme is the 
praQiſe of the Primitive Church, was anniverſary, 
and but at ſet and certaine times , . which ſhewerh 
that the Primitive Chaureh did not attribute ſo much 
to the Ceremony, 'as they will breake an outward , 
and generall order for it, the Booke ſhould afrer- 
wards allow of Private Bzpriſme onely to the 247- 
#ifters,(hould bee broken in regard of the ſuppoſed 
neceſſiry. Andrherefore this po.nt of all others, 
I thinke was but a conceſſwm propter duritiam cordis. 


For the forme of celebrating Matrimony , the 
Ring ſeemeth to many even of vulgar ſence and un- 
derſtanding,a Ceremony not grave,(pecially to be 
made ( asthe words make it)the efſentiall part of 

D 3 the 


Certaine Conſiderations touching 
the ation: beſides ſome other of the words are noe 
red in fpcech to be not ſe decent and fit. 

For Mnficke— in Churches. That there ſhould bee 

ſinging ot Plalmes and ſpirituallſongs, is not de- 
nied,ſo the Queſtion is De wods, wherein ita man 
will look attentively into the arder and obſervance 
of it,it is calicto dilcerne,betweene the wiſedome_ of 
the inflitution, and the exceſſe of the late times. For 
firſt , theie are noSongs or Verſes ſung by the 
Quire,whichare not ſuppoled,by continuall uſe,to 
bee ſo familiar with the people as they have them 
without booke, whereby the ſound hurteth not the 
underſtanding, and thoſe which cannor read upon 
the booke, are yet partakers of the ſenſe,and may 
follow it with their mind. So againe, after the rea- 
ding of the Word of God, it was thought fir there 
ſhould be ſome pawſe, for holy meditation before 
they proceeded to the reſt of the ſervice ; which 
paw ſc was thought fit to be filledrather with ſome 
grave (ound,tnen with a ſtil] filegce, which was the 
rcaſon of the playing upon the Organs after the 
Seriptures read. All which was decent and tending 
to caificition. Bur then the curioſity of diviſion 
aud reports,ind other figures of Muſicke, have no 
afftzity with the rea onable ſervice ofGoe, bur were 
added in the more pompous mmes. 

For th Cap ind Swrplice,fince they be things in 
their nature in (iff rent, and yet by ſome held ſu- 
p.iſtitions,& chat the queſtions berweene Science 

and 


, the Church of England, 
and Conſcience, it ſeemeth to fall within the com+ 
paſſe of the Apoſtles rule, which is, that the ſtronger 
doe deſcend and-yeeidrothe weaker, *Onely, the 
difference is,that it will bemterially ſaid , that the 
rule holds berweene private man, and private man, 
but not berweene the conſcience of a private man, 
and the order of a Church. Bur yer fince the queſti- 
on at this time is of a toleration,not by conmvence 
which may incourage diſobedicace , bur by Law 
which may give a liberty, it is good againe to bee 
adviſed whether it fall nor within eMe <quiry ofthe 
former rule. The rather becauſe the ſilencing of Mr- 
wiſters by this occafion , # in this ſcarcity of good 
Preachers,2 puniſhment that lights upon the people 
as'well as upon the parry, And for the $#6/7r:ption, 
it-ſeemerh tobe in the nature of a Confeffion, and 
therfore more properto bind in thennicy of Fare, 
and to be urged rather for Articles of dorine,then 
for Rites and Ceremonies and points of outward govern- 
ment, For howſoeverPolitiks conffderarions and: 
reaſons of State may require Frniformity, yer Chri- 
(Fan and divize grounds looke chicfly upon uniry, 


Touching 
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Certaine Con/ider ations touching 


T ouching a Preaching 
| Mmiſtry. 

O ſpeake of a learned Atinifery, it is true, 
'f-M | | the worthineſle of the Paftors and Miniſters 
8 is of all other points of religion the moſt 
4 ſummary ; I doe nor ſay the greateſt, but the moſt 
effeuall rowards all the reſt. But herein to my un- 
derſtanding, while men. goc on in Zealc to haſten 
this worke ; they are not aware of as great or grea- 
ter inconvenience than that which they ſeeke to 
remoye. For while they inveigh againſt a dumbe 
Miniſtery, they make too eafte and c00 promiſcu- 
ous an allowance oof ſuch as they account Preachers, 
baving not reſpe& enough unto their learnings in 
other Arts, which arc hand-maidesto Divinity 
nor reſpct enough to rhe guift ir ſelfe, which many 
times is noneatall. For God forbid that every may 
a" that can take unto bimelfe boldne(ſe to ſpeake an boure 
| "18 together in a Church vpena Text, ſhonld be admitted 
[00 for a preacher though he meane never ſowell. IT know 
there is a great Laritude in guifts,and a great varicty 
in Audiroriesand Congregations, but yet ſo, as 
there is aliquid nfimum, bclow which you ought 
not toucſc-nd, For you mn(ſ* rather leave the 
Arke ro flake , as it ſhall pleaſe GOD, 
than.put unworthy hands to hold it up , and 
| when 


. the Church of England. 

. when we arein Gods Temple; we' are warned ras: 
ther to pur our hands upon our moath;rheryto offer? | 
the Sacrifice of fooles. Lund ſarely,it may be jufbly 
thoagbt that among ft many cauſes of Atheiſme, which 
are miſcrably met tn our Age, as 'Schiſmes, and comre- 
wverfes,prophane ſcoſfing in boly matters and othwy it i 
wor the leaſt that drverrider adventure t# handle the 
word of God, which are wvafit and vuwarthy. And here- 
ial would have ne man miſtake mee, as if I did ex- 
toll curivus:8 afecRed Preaching, which is as much 
on the other fide tobe diſliked, and breeds A1rbeifae 
and ſcatidall'as well a&the other *( forwhe'would 
not be offended - w_ chat _ iaro.the pulpir;as 
if he camo vponthe ſtage, ro playpartser prizes, 
neither on the other Gee! werfd would difcouraze 
any who hath any colerableygiſt. (4 - {1 nr (0? 


But upon this point, T ground three confiderations, 
wherher-1r were not. requifite to--tenove thrat good 
Exerciſe which wagpradhiſed in this Cbarob ſome 
yeares, and afterwards put doyne, by oratr indeed 
fromthe Church in regard of ſome abuſe thereof incon- 
wvement for thoſe times and yet againſt the adviſe and 
opinion,of ene of thegremeſt and graveſt Prelares 
of this Land, and was commonly calledProphecying: 
which was this ; That the Aſiniffers within a Pre. 
cin, did meetc upona wecke gay, in ſome ptinci- 
pall Towne, where there was ſomeancient graye 
Minifler,” thit was Prefident,; andan _ 
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 Certaine Conſiderations touching 
mitted of Gentlemeo, oxother perſons of leaſure, 
then every Miniſter: ſacceſſrvely- beginning with the 
yoanzeft, did handieoneand the ſame piece of Scrip 
wwre, ſpending ſeverally ſome quarterof an houre 
or beetcr;aod in the wholeg{ome c:vo-houres;and fa 
the £#0r5/fe d:ing. begunandoconcladed with proy- 
er,and cho P reſident giving 4-Texy forthe nexc inee- 
ting,the'Alembly-was diiſolved. 4nd hu waes.l take 
it, fartnights Exerciſe, Which in my Opinion was 
the brit way:to frameandtriyAt;up Precchers to 
bandle the wantiot God as/itought to be handled, 
that hath beene pr atiſed, For we {ie-Oretors bavetheir 
Declamations, Lawyers have their mootes, Logicians 
therr Sophems, aud. every pretiſe of Science Zath 44 
exerciſeaf erwdition engyg!taiien, before men come 
tothe lite, onely Aigbteratecyis the, worthief; 
and whercinitis moſt danger to doc amifſe, wag- 
reth an tntrodeuciigy, and is-ventycd and ruſhed upon 
atthe firſt; butynto this exe/5//e of the Propbete—,] 
would'wiſhthele two #d/trrens; the onethat after 
this exerciſe whichis in ſome ſort publique, ; there 
were immedintly a-private meeting of the {amcAſs- 
#ifters where they might brotherty admoniſh. the 
one the other, wed eſpecaliy.the elder lort the yon» 
yer,of afy ching thathadpaſi dia the 'Exerc//e in 
matter or magner unſound and nncomely.. , 


And ina word might mutually u{c ſuck adviſe; 
inſtr#ggi42,. comfort or encowr agement, as occalion 
| | might 
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might miniftec tor publike reprehenfion were tobe 

debarred. > Att 1: . 
The other adartion thar I meane;is;tharthe ſame 
Exerciſe were uſed inthe Yaiverſities , for young 
Divines betorethey preſumed to Preach,as well as 
1a the Country for Mie:fers; for: they have. inſome 
Colledges awexeriiſecalieds Commaon-place, which © 
£48 inwe drgree;be ſo profitable being tut #he ſperch of 
one may at onerime. And it it be feared that ir-may be 
occalion to whet mens ſpecches for Coxtroverfees,ic 
iseafily remedyed by ſome ftri prokibirion, thac 
matters of Controverſies tending any way to the 
violating or di/quieting che-peace of the: Church, 
be not handlcd orcntred into ; which prohibition in 
regardehere is cverto beagrave perſon Prefident or 
Atoder «tor,cannot be ſuffered, The ſecond confodera- 
1408. is, whether.it were not convenient there fhould 
be a more exact probation and examination of Aſ#- 
niflers, Namely, that the Biſhops doe not ordaine 
alone bur by adviſe, and then that the ancient holy 
orders of the Church mighr be reyiyed _, _ by the 
whick the Biſhop did ordain* Minifers but at foure 
ſer times in the yeare, which were called, 2uetvor 
tempera, which arenow called Ember weekes, it 
being thonghe fit ro accompany ſo high an. ation 
with generall Faſting, and Prayer, and Sermonr,and 
all holy exerciſes. And the names likewiſc of 
thoſe that were ordayned were publiſhed 
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ſome dayes before their ordination,to the end, ex- 
ceptions might be taken if juſt cauſe were. 

The third conſideration is, that if the caſe of the 
Church of Z#gland be,thatwherea campuration is 
raken of all che parochian Parifhts,as allowing the v- 
nion of ſuch as were too ſmallzand adjacent, and a- 
gaine © ,* acompuration tobe taken of the perſons, 
whoate worthy to be Paſtors: Anditupon the ſaid 
account it fall out,that there are many wore Churches 
then Paſtors, then of neceſſity, recourſe waſt be had to 
8x6 of theſe remedies ,eyrher that Plaralities muſt be 

allowea,ſpecially if you can by permutations make 
rhe benefices morecompatible,as there be allowed 
Preachers tohavea more generall charge ro ſupply 
and ſerve by turne Parifh:s unfurniſhed. For 1448 
ſome Churches ſhould bee provided of Paſtors able 'to 
reach and orher wholly deftitute, ſeemerb tome to 
be againſt the Communion of Saints, and 'Chrife!- 
ass,and againſt the praRiſe of the Primitive Eburch, 
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Touthtg the abuſe. of 


Excommunication. 


Xcommunic ation is the greateſt judgment up- 
FE « the Eurth, being that which is ratified in 
Heaven, aud beimg « precurſorie or prelaſorie_— 
judgement of _ in the endof the wor (4; and there - 
fore for this to be. nſed unreverently- , andrto be 
made an ordinary procefieto lacky yp and  downe 
for Fees, how can-it be without derogation toGode 
honour, and making the power of the keyes cons 
remptible ? J know yery well che defence thereof- 
which hath no great force, Thas-it iffues forth no, 
forthe thing it ſalfe, bur-for the comtumacy. I doct 
tot deny but this Indgemeat is as I faid before, of 
the natureof Gods judgement, of the which it is a 
modell ; For as the judgement of God raketh hold 
upen the leaſt Gane of the impenitent,ſo excommu- 
#/cation,may in caſe iſſue upon the ſmalleſt offence, 
and in caſe aot iſſneupon the greateſt , but is this 
contumacy,fuch a contumicy as Excommunication 
is now uſed fer? For the contumacy muſt be ſuch, 
as-the party as farre as the eye and wiſedome of the 
Church caa diſcerne,ftindeth in ſtate ef reprobati- 
on and damnation,as one that for that time ſeemeth 
given over to fiaill impeniteacy, Vpon this obſer- 
vation I grouad tiyo conſiderations ; The one,that 
E 3 this - 


% 


Certaine Conſiderations touching 


this cenſure bee reſtored ro thetrue dignity and uſe 
therof, which is,that it proceed not in caſcs of great 
weight, and that it be decreed got by any. Deputy 
or ſubſtitute of the Biſhop, but by the Biſhop in per- 
fon;an4 not by him alone,but by the B:ſbop afliſted: 

Tae other Conſideration is,that in leave thereof, 
there be given to the Eccle/iaftical! Courts, ſome or- 
dinary:proceſſe,with ſuch force and corrtion, 41 apper - 
t4ineth, Thar ſo thedigaity of ſo high a fentence be- 
ingrerained, and the neceſſity of meane procefſe 
ſupplyed,the- Church may be indeed reftored to the 
ancient vigor and ſplendor, To this purpoſe joyned 
with ſome other holy and good purpoſes, was there 
a Bill drawne in Parliament in the three and ewen- 
ty yeare of the raigne of the Queen deceaſed, which 
was thegraveſt Parliament that I have knowne, and 
the Bill recommended by the graveſt Conacellor 
of Eſtate in Paricawert, though afterwards it was 
ſtayed by the Queenes ſpeciall commandement,the 
nature of thoſe times confidered, 


T ouching the Non-refidents * 


and Pluraliies, 


F OR Non reſiaents except it beejuſt of . necefſary 
A abſcnce,it ſeemeth tobe an abuſe drawne out of 
coverouſneile and floath ; for that men ſbould live 
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of the locke thar they doe not feede, orat the Al- 
tar at.which chey doenot {erve, 1s a thing that can 
hardly receive juſtdefcnce ; Arid roexereiſe the of- 
fice of a_ P:ſtor in matter of word and dotiine by 
deputy,is a thing not warranted as hath bee ne tonched 
before, The queR.0 upon this poin: doth chieflyariſe 
upan the caſes of exceprtion,and excuſation,which 
ſhall be thought reaſonable and ſufficient, & which 
not ; for the caſe of Chapliines, let meſpeake thar 
with your Majcftics pardon,and with duc reverence 
towards other Pecres andgraveperions , which ere 


' by Statures priviledged, ſhould thiokethar the at- 


reodance which Chaplaines give to your Majefties 
Court, and inthe Houſes and Families of their 
Lords; | wcrea jufter reaſon why. they ſhould have 
ng Benefice, then why they:ſhould be qualified to 
haverwo,for as it ftznderh with Chriſtian policy, 
that ſuch attendance be in ne wiſe #egletled 3 becauſe 
thacgood which cnſueth thereof to the Church of 
God, -may excceedor countervaile that which may 
follow of their labours in any, #hough wever ſs large 
4 congregation,{o it were reaſgnable that their main- 
tainance ſhould liberally proceed thence whence 
their labours be employed. 

Neither are there-wanting. in the Church ., 
Dignities and /preferments not joyned with any 
exaR cure of ſoules, by which and by the hope of 
with ſuch attendants in ordinary , who ought 'to 


be as for the moſt part chey are of the beſt gitts = 
ort 
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Certaine Conſiderations touching | 
ſore may be further encouraged and rewarded, and 
as for extraordinary attendants, they may very 
well retaine the grace and countenance of their pla- 
ces and duties at times incident thereunto, without 
diſcontinuance or #0x-refidence in their paſtorall 
charges. | . 

Next, for the caſe of intending ſtudyes in the 
F niver ſitiesit will now ecafily receive an Anſwer, for 
fudies doe bur ſerve and tend to the practiſe of 
thoſe ſtudyc$ , And therefore by that which moſt 
principall and figall tobe left undone, for the arten- 
ding of thoſe which is ſ#bſerviewt we Eg ; 
ſcemeth to bee againft proportion of reaſon.. Nei. 
ther doe 1 ſee, but that they proceed Right-wellin 
all knowledge, which doe couple ſtudy with their 
praQiſe,and doe net firſt ſtudy altogether andthen 
praiſe altogether, And thereforethey may very 
well ſtudy art their Bencfice. Thirdly,for the caſe of 
extraordinary ſervice of the Church, as if ſome Paſtor 
be ſent to 4 generall Councill, or hereto a Comvoention, 
and likewiſe forthe caſe ot neceſſity,as in the parti- 
cular of infirmity of body and the like,no man will 
contradia, but there may be ſome ſubſtitution for 
ſuch a time, But the genersll caſe of neceflity,is the 
caſe of Pluraiities,the want of Paſtors and infuffici- 
cncy of Livings confidered. PoSte,thata man doth 
faithfully and inceflantly divide his labours- be- 
rweene two Cures, which kind of neceffiry ] come 
now to ſpeake of,ig the handling of Plsralitics. 
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For Plerelities, incaſe the number of able Mini- 
ſters were ſufficient, and the yalue of the Beneficies 
were ſufficient; then P/aralities were in io. (ort tol+ 
lerable. Bur wee muſt take heed we defire not con- 
traries; For to defire that every Pariſh ſhould bee 
furniſhed with a ſufficient Preacher, and to deſire 
that Plaralities be forthwith raken away, @ ta Gre 
things cantrary, conſidering de fas, there argnot 
ſufficient Preachers for every Pariſh ; whereto adde 
likewiſe , that there is not ſufficient liviog and 
maintenance in many pariſhes to maintaine a Pree- 
cher , and it makes the impoſſibility yet much the 


_ greater. The remedies in rerwm #4twe,arc but three, 


F #ion,Permatation,and Suppl. F zion, of ſuch Bcne- 
ficies as havethe living too ſmall,and the pariſh noe 
roo great, and are adacient. Perwet4tiow, to make 
Benefices more compatible men be ever-culed to 
ſome loſſe in changing a better for a nearer, S#pply, 


| 


which are unfurniſhed of ſufficient Paſtors, as 
Queene Zliz«berh amongſt other herChriſtian a&s, 
did ere certaine of them in Lencaſbire , towards 
which perſons, 1 fee no reaſon bur reading Mini- 
niſters if they have rich Benefices ſhould be charg- 
ed. 


Tonching 


by ſtipendary Preachers to be rewarded with tome - 
Dera fipendsto ſupply as they may, ſuch places - 
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T ouching the proviſion for ſufficient 
' maintenance in the Church, 
Ouching Church maintenance it is well to 
i be wcighed, what is [ure divine,and what is 
lure pofitivo,; it is a conſtitution of the Di- 
vine law,where-from Humaine lawes cannot deroe 
vare ; that thoſe that feed the flocke, ſhould live of 
the flocke;; that thoſe which ſerve at the Altar, 
Hould livear the Altar; and with diſpence Spiri- 
rusl1 things, ſhould reape Temporall chings. Of 
which itisalſo an appendix,that the proportion of 
this maintenance be not ſmall or neceſſitions, but 
plenrifull and liberall; ſothar all che places and of- 
fices inthe Church hath ſuch 2 donation, that rhe 
may be maintained according to their {cycrall de» 
' grees, is a conftitution parmanent and perpetuall. 
Bur for particularity of the endowment, whetker it 
fhould confift in Tythes, or Lands, or perſons, or 
mixt,it may make a queſtion of convenience,” bur, 
An queſtion of preciſe neceſſity : . Againe, that the 
caſe ofthe Chittch De ſafes is ſuch , that there is 
wantinthe Church of patrimony, is Confeffed for 
the princip1ll places; namcly, the Biſhops livings 
are inſome particulars not ſufficient, and therefore 
inforced to bers ſupplyed by toleration of Commes- 


aam; things in themſclycs-urkit and ever held of no 
£009 report, | And 
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And as for the Benefices 2nd Paftors places, it 
is manifeſt,cthat many of them were very weake and 
penurious ; on the other ſide, thar there wasa time 
when the Church was rather burdened with ſpper- 
fuity then with lacke, thac is likewiſe -#pparanr, 
but it was long flace; foas the fault was in others, 
the want redoundeth upon us 2gine. 

And therefore , that ic were to be wiſhed that 
Impropriations were returned to the Church as 
che proper and naturall endowment thereof, 

As a thing likewiſe whereon mens judgments 
will got much vary. Alſo, that it is an Impoſhbility 
to proceed eythet to their reſumption or redemps» 
tion,is as plaine on the other (ide, for menare ſta. 
ted in them by the higheſt aſſurance of the King. 
dome,which is Ad of Parliament, and the value of 
them amounteth much above tenne Subfidics. And 
the Reftirution muſt of neceffity paſſe their hands, 
in whoſe hands there is intereft and poſlcſion. ; 


But of theſe things which are manifeftly true, to 
inferre and ground ſome concluſtons ; Firft, for 
mine owne opinion, and fince I muſt confeffe, lee 
me ſpcake it with reverence, th-rall the Parlia- 
ments ſince the 27, and 31. of King Heery 8.who 


gaveaway impropriations from the Church,ſfeeme 


to me to ſtand in ſome ſort obnoxious and obliged 


toGOD in Conſcience to doe + fomewhar for 


the Church , to reduce the Pattimony there. 
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of to a competencie ; for fince they have deharred 
Carifts wife of a great part of her Dowrie, it were 
reaſoa they made her a competent Toynture., Next 
to ſay,that Impropriations ſhould be onely charg- 
ed, that carryeth neither poſſibility nor reaſon, Not 
poſſibility for the reaſon - touched before, Not 
reaſon becaule if it be conceived that any other 
perſons be charged it ſhould be a rechargo or dou- | 
ble charge, in as much as he payeth-Tythes to the 
Church, fo :he Realme hath taken thar away againe 
from the Church, and gave themto the King, as 
they might give their tenth fheaffe,or ninth ſheaffe, 
and therefore, the firſt guift being evacuatcd,it can- 
not goe in defeazance or diſgrace of thar perpetuall 
bond whereby men are bound to maintaine Gods 
Miniſters. As we (ce in example that divers godly 
and welt diſpefed per ſons dee put in vre who are contewt 
#0 increaſe their Preachers livings, which though in 
Law ic be buta benevolence; yet before God, it is 
buta conſcience, Farther that Impropriations 
ſhould not be ſomewhar more deeply charged then 
other revenewes of like value; me thinkes it cannot 
well be denyed,both in regard of the ancientclaim . 
of the Church and the intention of the firſt! giver. 
And againe, becauſe they heave peed is valuation 
betweene man and man ſomewhat at the leſſe rate, in 
regard of the ſaid pretence, or claime in Conſcience 
before God - Bur of this point touching Church 
maintainance , I doe not thinke fit to enter = a 
aſe 
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farther particularity,bur reſerve the ſame to afirter 


Thus have Tin all humbleneſſe and finceritry of 
heart , to the beſt of mine underſtanding, given 
your Majcſty tribute of my cares and cogitations 
in this holy buſtnefſe, ſo highly trending ro Gods 
glory, your Mijcftics hogour, and the peace and 
welfare of your States; inſo much , as J am per- 
\waededthePapifts chemfetves \\T014"nor need fo 
much the (everiry of the penall Lawes , if the 
ſword of theSpiritwere better edged,by ftrengthe- 
ning the authority, and ſuppreſling the abuſes in 
the Charch- | 


To conclude therefore,renuing my moſt humble 
ſubmiſſioa of all that I have faid, to your Miajcftics 
moſt high wiſedome ; and againe moſt humbly cra- 
ving pardon for my errour commirted in this wri- 
ting, with the ſame weakneſle of Indgment which 
ſuffered me to commit chem, would nor ſuffer me 
to diſcover them. 


T end with my devout and fervent prayer 
toGOD , that as hee hath made your Majeſty 
the corner ftone in joyning your two King- 
domes , ſo you may beealſo as a corner ſtone to 
unite and knit together theſe differences in the 
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Church of GOD,to-whoſe heavenly grace,and ne- 
ver erring Dire&ion, I commend your Maje- 
ſies Sacred perſon andall your 
doings. 
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